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Detailed Action 

1. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,3-8, 10, 11, 24-26, 34, 36, 38-41, 43, 44, 51, 53-59, 67 and 70 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sasaki. 



Witli respect to claims 1 and 67, Sasaki teaches an image input apparatus (shown 
by figure 1 ) having input means for inputting image data (input section 18) , and output 
means (printing means at the output of sec. 44, see also reproduction section 58), for 
outputting image data, said apparatus being connected to at least one other image 
apparatus via the communication medium, comprising: 
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Transmission means (coded conversion section 22) for transmitting the image data 
input by said input means (lower data output from sector 100) and image 
accompanying information relating to the input image ( data in header, described at the 
upper portion of section 100) to another apparatus; receiving means 78, shown by 
figure 21, which is part of calculation section 32, for receiving image data 
accompanying the information related to the image; output control means (user setting 
section 24 with sections 40, 42 and 44) for carrying out control so as to output images 
using said output means based on he image data and the image accompanying 
information received by the receiving means." 

With respect to claims 3, 26, 36, 40, 59 Sasaki teaches wherein said output means 
is a printer (see output section 44 and the printer connected thereto in figure 2, and 
output control means adjusts a printing position (via page layout edit section 10, see 
para. 140 , see also para. 438. of an image on a printing sheet. 

With respect to claims 4, 37 and 53, Sasaki teaches image accompanying 
information is indicative of a type of original (see para. 1 72, lines 6-1 1 ) and the output 
control means adjusts the output quality (para. 238) of an image on a recording 
medium based on the image accompany information. 

With respect to claims 5 and 38, see para. 238 regarding the user controlled 
adjustments to the image quality. 
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With respect to claims 6, 39 and 54, Sasaki teaches the image accompanying 
information is indicative of the sizes of margins (inherent in that the image area is 
constant by the size of the image data can be reduced, according to para, 205, 406 and 
408) , therefore, the margins are defined by the area where the data size has been 
reduced from the original layout. Sasaki teaches layout means 10 for controlling the 
output position of an image on a recording medium based on the accompanying 
information. 

With respect to claim 7, Sasaki teaches wherein the output means is a printer and 
the output control means adjusts the printer position (by layout means 10. 

With respect to claims 8, 41 and 55, Sasaki teaches the accompanying information 
is indicative of an image size (see para. 205, 406, 408) before the fine adjustment of 
the image size is carried out and the control means 24 caries out a least selection of 
recording medium). 

With respect to claim 56, see para. 162 and figures 3, 4 and 7. 

With respect to claims 10 and 43, see the last four lines of para. 146. 
With respect to claims 1 1 and 44, see para. 162 and figures 3, 4 and 7. 
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With respect to claims 24 and 57, Sasaki teaches the input/output apparatus: 
comprising, a converting means (output section 44, as described at para. 162, see 
figures 3, 4, and 7); and transmission means 22 for transmitting the TIFF file which 
was converted; wherein the transmission means attaches a free area in a header of the 
TIF file, see figures 3, 4 and 7 to carry, out the image data according to the control 
information (stored in the header). 

With respect to claims 25, 58 and 70, Sasaki teaches the printing apparatus (see 
output portion of element 44) for outputting image data under the printer controller (use 
setting section 24 in combination with output devices 44 and /or the reproduction device 
58). 



With respect to claim 34, Sasaki teaches an input section 18 that input image data 
or original images, and an output section that outputs innage data, and being connected 
to at least one other image apparatus (46, 56, 58 or other printed device ) comprising: 
at transmission step (via conversion section 22) of transmitting the image data input by 
said input section and image accompanying information relating to the image of the 
apparatus; receiving step (via 78, as shown by figure 21 , which is part of the section 22; 
and output control step (user section 24 with sections 40, 42 and 44) for controlling the 
output based on the accompanying information. 
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With respect to claim 51, Sasaki teaches a method for controlling and connected to 
a communication medium(reproduction device), comprising: a receiving step (via input 
nit 18 and 20 taken together); a printing step (see section 44 and the printer attached 
thereto according to figure 2); a printer control step, via section 44 (in solo), for 
controlling the printing of the image data; and wherein the receiving step relates to the 
image of the original and in the controlled step, for printing using the printing section in 
accordance with the image and the accompanying information. See user section 24 
with output sections 40, 42 and 44. 



2. 

Claims Objected 

Claims 2, 9, 35, 42 and 52 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

3. Claims Allowed 

Claims 27-33. 60-66, 71 , 72, 75 and 78 are allowed for the reason the prior art does 
not teach or suggest in claimed combination, "... wherein, when image data received 
from said at least one other image input/output apparatus is to be outputted by said 
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output means said first selection means selects one of said sheet cassettes based on 
the cassette information." 

Claim 72 is allowed because the clamed subject matter is not implemented on a 
computer readable storage medium. 

Claim 75 is allowed for the reason the claimed subject matter is not implemented 
on a computer readable storage medium. 

Claim 78 is allowed for the reason the claimed subject matter is not implemented on 
a computer readable storage medium. 

4. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. from 9:00 to 5:00, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams, can be reached on 571-272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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